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23rd December 2008








Mrs. C. Milner,


Development Management,


Pembrokeshire Coast National Park,


Llanion Park,


Pembroke Dock,


Pembs.


SA72 6DY





Re. NP/08/531 - Firing During the Hours of Darkness, ADR Manorbier.  





Thank you for giving the Friends of the Pembrokeshire National Park the opportunity of commenting on the subject planning application.  





Noting that the PCNPA applied criterion of 50 night firing events needed to constitute a viable sample upon which consideration of a full application would be based and, also, that only 7 events have been carried out over the period 1 March 2007 and 31 October 2008, it is clear that to meet the criterion then a further 43 missile firings can be expected during the proposed  temporary period. This suggests a significantly increased intensity in firings with the ensuing disturbance to, and sleep deprivation of, the local residents. 





The executive committee of the Friends consider that, in view of the uncertainties  of granting permission for a temporary extension over a five year period, that the period be significantly reduced, say, for another two or three years (maximum) , after which PCNPA could review the status of the temporary permission in the light of the usage of the range by HVM’s during hours of darkness.  To aid this, the Friends would support annual monitoring of range activity by PCNPA if this is deemed to be feasible.  





From the ADR Manorbier Commandant’s letter which forms part of the subject application, it would appear that of the 7 night firings carried out during the 20-month period, all have come within the stipulated level for sound power intensity of 130dB Lpeak. However, the Friends have a concern that accurate monitoring is taking place such that no missile on launch  produces a level exceeding that set, and that an independent assessment of this would be reasssuring.    





Finally, there is evidence to suggest  that there has been less than adequate promulgation of the planning application amongst the Manorbier community, and that at least one concerned resident has been unaware of its existence. It may be that the planning authority would wish to look into the ‘publicity’ aspect of the application when reviewing responses to the application.  





Graham Phillips,


Hon. Secretary, 


for Executive Committee, 


Friends of Pembrokeshire National Park
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